Cognitive strategies and hypothesis testing during discrimination learning in Parkinson's disease.
This study investigated the nature and extent of impairments in the use of hypotheses and cognitive strategies in medicated subjects with idiopathic Parkinson's disease (PD) and matched control subjects. PD subjects did not differ from controls in solving one- or two-dimensional discrimination learning problems, but showed impairment on four-dimensional problems which did not appear to be attributable to memory deficits. They achieved fewer correct solutions, used fewer hypotheses, and were less likely to use appropriate lose-shift strategies following negative feedback. The pattern of findings was similar to those previously reported for subjects with frontal lobe lesions.